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Cats love to keep us in the dark regarding their health — maybe because they think we can see as well
as they do without light! Bumps on their skin follow this rule remarkably well — we usually can’t tell
just from looking at them whether it is something to worry about or not. Here are some of the
possible causes, from the easily treated to the not-so-easily treated.

« — Was somebody playing too rough with their housemate? Or maybe Fuzzy found a
" couple of fleas or spiders to play with. Either way, this is the best possible culprit. These
should heal without too much intervention — just don’t forget the Revolution or Frontline for
those fleas!

“ hscess = Cats who fight are the most susceptible to these. While often painful and ugly, they
* can be treated with antibiotics. Many times they require surgery because they need lanced,
and sometimes they need a drain placed. But generally they aren’t too bad to treat.
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- ' - — Dr. Myra likes to call these kitty pimples, but don’t try to pop
them' Un]ess the cat bothers them, they don’t cause any problems other than looking just like
other nastier tumors.

- — This is the most common skin tumor in cats. Although they can be dark
colﬂred and look menacing. they are, thankfully, rarely cancerous.
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-— Mast cells are part of the immune system. They are the cells responsible
for producing histamine. These tumors tend to benign, but can spread to internal organs. A
special blood test, called a buffy coat check, should be done every 3 months for a year to look
for evidence of internal spread.

juan ! — These tumors come from the internal skin cell themselves. How
ea$|]} thcy are to treat depends on where they are located. The best scenario is when they can
be completely removed, but sometimes they show up in places (like the nose or under the
tongue) where surgery may not be an option. What is also frustrating about these tumors is
that they don’t always look like tumors. Sometimes they simply look like a wound that
doesn’t heal.

ﬁ brosarcoma = This tumor originates from the fibrous connective tissue in the body. How
© worrisome these tumors are also depend somewhat on location and whether they can be
completely removed or not. Some are cured with surgical removal, but others may come back
and be more aggressive and invasive.

Because most of the tumors all look alike to the naked eye, the best way to know what they are is to
remove them when they’re small and have them sent to a pathologist. Sometimes, we can make a
diagnosis by doing a Fine Needle Aspirate. With this technique we stick a needle in the mass and
draw off cells to look at under the microscope. The hf:nef" t is that yﬂur cat usuaily doesn’t need to be
under anesthesia for this procedure fim - i ' pleas -
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