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a conversation with Mouser

Mouser graciously sat down with us o
rall about a topic very dear to his heare
— a clean litter box. He has become a

leading expert on this topic, teaching
D, Johns the finer poinis of Iitter box
hygiene from a cat’s point of view (and
the consequences of not keeping it
clean enough).

At what age
did weu start to
become Mmore concerned
showt a clean liter bex?

I was probably about 5 or 6 months
old.

Wew, that seeris young.
Is that normal flor cats?

Well, I wouldn’t consider it abnormal.
Granted, most cats are a little older
when they realize how important it is.
Some slow learnets may not even
recognize it until they're fully into
adulthood.

What did you de
to let your human knew
she neaded to do a better job?

The easiest way was to not use the box
when it wasn’t freshly scooped.
Sometimes, | would go right beside it
to emphasize that it wasn’t clean
enough, but my favorite spot was
behind the I'V. At least there [ had
some privacy. I know other cats who
would urinate on their human’s bed to
get their point across.
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She cleaned those spots right away, so
that was nice. It ook a few months
for her to understand what I was
saying, but she finally caught on.
Some cats, though, end up homeless,
so this technique is tisky.

What did she do

differently that made
fhe difference?

One of the most i.rnpurl::tnt things she

did was to add extra boxes. There
should always be one more litter box
than the number of cats in the house,

Could you explain
{liet a littde further?

If there are 2 cats in the house, then
there should be 3 litter boxes. That
way thete is a chance that one will still
be completely clean when it’s needed.
I couldn’t stand to go after any of my
housemates went. [ tried to talk them
into using the toilet, but they just
locked at me funny., My human finally
added enough boxes so that there was
still one clean by the time she came
home and could clean the others.

That seems easy enough.
What other advice would

yeu give humans regarding
tter benes?

Humans tend to think more is always
better, While that is true for the
nuimber of litter boxes, it's not tme for

{Comntinued on next page)
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