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Rittens. kiktens. kittens!?

OCITOR

DCAT

&

THE

.

Just as many human chil-
dren don’t initially appreci-
ate the addition of a new
brother or sister, many
adult cats don’t like 4-
footed new-comers either,
The good news is most
will learn to like
other, or at the least live
with each other. Heovwr
quickly this will happen
varies. Some cats like each
other almost
start, but sotmetimes i can
Here
are some helpful hints that

each

from the
take a few months.

can make the adjustment
easicr:

kitten
checked out before you

Wil Have the

even take it home, if
possible.  Certainly before
it has any with
your cats. This includes
testing for feline leukemia
virus and feline immuno-
deficiency virus, as well as

contact

a stool check for intestinal
]aﬂcnsil'nﬁ.

) Feliway is a synthetic
2)1311:3:}:“011& that helps
= t0 decrease stress lev-
els for cats. It is available
in plug in diffusers. Each
one treats” 600 square
feet. If possible, plug them
in a day or two before the

nesy cat Shf’:l"."i.-'ﬂ up.

If  you have a

friend or neighbor ac-

can,

tually bring the kitten into
the house - in a carrier that
escape  [rom.
Leave it in the camier for

it cannot

the older cats to look at it
Your friend just leaves after
a while, "forgetting” to take
Y on
later "realize" that the kitten
is there. You can decide
then how things are going
and if you want to let it out
for a while or put it in a
room by itself.

the kitten with them.

Don't give a young
& kitten the run of the

house when you are
not there o mprn'i:;e. Set
the rules for the kitten right
from the start, and be there
to enforce them with a
squirt gun or time outs
When you are not home, or
cannot supervise, restrict its
access to most of the house
and the older cats.

=l Fverybody who is four

=8 months or older needs

ta be
spaved .

neutered/

¥} Fveryvone needs his/
her own food dish. At
first, supervise meal-
the kitten
learns 1t 15 not ok to steal
food from the older cats.

times so  that

= You should have one
litter pan per cat plmi an

extra.  If you use a

room for tme-outs regu-
larly, keep a litter pan in
there too.

Ask us any questions,
% especially about behav-

ior, right away.  Situa-
tions are easter if dealt with
immediately.

If you have a senior
af] cat who 15 an only

child, consider adopt-
ing 2 kittens. ‘That way,
each kitten has a play mate
who can keep up.
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Chesty first came to see us in Sep-
tember 2003, It didn't take long
for him to try to rule the house, in
4 not-so-nice manner. He was
actually becoming wvicious.  He
would bite and rake lis parent’s
hands and arms. He had even
started lunging  for their faces.
When he bit Mom on the lip be-
cause she moved the pillow that he
was sleeping on, Mom called us for
help.

Because there were no 2-legged
children in the house, we felt that
we could work with his parents to
teach him what behavior is allowed
and what behavior 15 not allowed.
*#The presence of children can
alter recommendations dramat-

cally depending on how severe the
aggression problem is.

The last

Mail or email your cat’s ques-
tions to indycatdoctor@aol.com
and I'll answer them in the next
newsletter,

Dat of the month - Chesty

thing we want to see 15 a small
child in the emergency room from
a severe cal bite.*”

recommended
Every time he
became aggressive, his parents pul
him 1 a room and closed the door.
He had to stay in ttime-out unal he
calmed down. If he became ag-
gressive again after being released,
he went rght back in. This had to
be done every single time and im-
mediately,  Any delay and Chesty
would not have known why he was
bewng punished.  We also recom-
mended that Mom and Dad wear

For Chesty, we
kitten time-outs,

long sleeves in case he objected to
being placed in time-out.

The good news is that Chesty was

a fast learner. Within 10 days, he

i Dear Mouser,

THE SCRATCHING POST

was starting to be less agpressive.
He was much more mellow and
was down to only 1 tme-out per
day. Five months later, Chesty is
a happy adolescent. He lets Mom
and Dad think they mn the house,
even though he knows he's sidll
the boss!

Brenda playing with Chesty while he
boarded with us.

; I'm having trouble telling my mom and dad what litter I like. I don’t
ke the scented stuff, but that seems to be the only kind they can find. Can
i you give me some brand names that I can pass on to them?

i dincerely,

Sengitive Noge

i Diear Sensitive Nose,

: I know what you mean! Those scented litters are so overwhelming!
How would your parents like it if you plupged in 3 or 4 air fresheners in the
bathroom mstead of flushing and using a fan???

_ Most scented litters are labeled, but not all. A general rule-of-thumb
i1s if it has colored pieces, it's scented regardless of what the label says. Here
fare some brands 1 found that don’t have any scents added:

i - Cat Attract

i - Precious Cat

i - Everclean Unscented - Sweat Scoop

Best of luck!

: Mowuger

- Scoop Away Unscented

- Ii}:quiﬁicut Unsecented

- Cat’s Pride
- Special Kitty

- World’s Best Cat Litter
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